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Department Reaches Agreement with Greyhound to Resolve Nationwide Pattern or Practice of Disability Discrimination
Under the terms of a consent decree filed by the Justice Department today, Greyhound Lines, Inc., the nation's largest provider of intercity bus transportation, will implement a series of systemic reforms to resolve allegations that it repeatedly violated the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); will pay $300,000 in compensation to certain passengers with disabilities identified by the Department; will retain a Claims Administrator to compensate an uncapped number of additional passengers who have experienced disability discrimination; and will pay a $75,000 civil penalty to the United States.  The decree, pending approval by the District Court for the District of Delaware, will further require Greyhound to provide ADA training and technical training on the proper operation of the accessibility features of Greyhound's fleet for Greyhound employees and contractors and make regular reports to the Department on its compliance efforts. 
 
For more information or for a copy of the consent decree, please visit our ADA website at www.ada.gov. Those interested in finding out more about the ADA may also call the Justice Department's toll-free ADA Information Line at 1-800-514-0301 or 1-800-514-0383 (TDD). 







Join the disAbility Law Center  of Virginia For Our Open House!
We invite you to tour our new office location, meet our staff, and hear about some of our amazing work.
Colleen Miller, Executive Director, will be sharing information about the bills before the General  Assembly that impact people with disabilities.
When
Wednesday
February 17, 2016
4:00PM to 6:30PM
Where
disAbility Law Center of Virginia (dLCV)
1512 Willow Lawn Drive, Suite 100
Richmond, VA 23230
For further information or to RSVP, call Rick Hurley, Director of Community Engagement, at 804-662-7285 or email him at Rick.Hurley@dlcv.org.
This event is free and open to the public. Light hors d'oeuvres will be served.





 
Your voice matters to 2-1-1 VIRGINIA. Please complete this survey
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Alternative link https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yCHjxNsRBH16feIoUoZWV_XK8Nh-wa3TVw7aebuXzQg/viewform?c=0&w=1


 




Governor McAuliffe Announces More Than $1.5 Million in Community Development Block Grants
RICHMOND - Governor Terry McAuliffe announced today more than $1.5 million in Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) for Scott County and the town of Brodnax. Scott County will receive $530,000 for the Scott County Riverside Offsite Utilities Project through the CDBG Community Economic Development Fund, and the town of Brodnax will receive $1 million for the Brodnax Water System Improvements Project through the CDBG Competitive Grant Program. 
Speaking about today’s announcement, Governor McAuliffe said, “The CDBG program has been an invaluable tool in Virginia’s ongoing effort to kick start economic development in communities that are ready to grow. These grants will lay a foundation for future vitality and contribute to our work building a new Virginia economy in every corner of our state.”
Since 1982, the federally-funded CDBG program has been administered by the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development, and Virginia receives up to $17 million annually for this grant program. Most CDBG grant funds are awarded through a competitive process. 
“In order to create strong, resilient and sustainable communities, we need to help localities improve their infrastructure assets, especially in rural parts of Virginia,” said Secretary of Commerce and Trade Maurice Jones.  “These community development projects are great examples of federal, state and local partners working together as a team to make the Commonwealth a great place to live, work and raise a family.”
The Scott County project will provide infrastructure improvements to the Riverside Industrial Park. The improvements include the installation of water and sewer lines, storm water control facilities and 3,400 linear feet of broadband conduit. This grant is expected to create 300 jobs, with at least 51 being made available to low- to moderate-income persons. The Community Economic Development Program recognizes the need to be responsive to economic development opportunities in eligible localities. The funding is available for projects involving the location, expansion or retention of a basic industry and is distributed on a first-come, first-served basis from January 1 through the end of September.
The town of Brodnax water project will upgrade and replace aging waterlines that are providing water to residents. The project will install more than 12,000 linear feet of waterline and install 16 fire hydrants in the community. This project is expected to benefit 344 persons, with 53 percent of households being low- to moderate-income. 
During this year’s competitive cycle, 21 projects were submitted by localities throughout the Commonwealth. The initial allocation of this program included 12 localities, totaling more than $8.2 million in grants. 
2015 CDBG Community Economic Development Fund:
	Locality
	Project Name
	CDBG Award

	Scott County
	Scott County Riverside Offsite Utilities Project
	$530,000


2015 CDBG Competitive Grant Program:
	Locality
	Project Name
	CDBG Award

	Town of Brodnax
	Brodnax Water System Improvements Project
	$1,000,000
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Looking for Panelists
I am a member of the Area Planning and Services Committee on Aging with Lifelong Disabilities (known as APSC) spearheaded by Dr. Ed Ansello with the Virginia Center on Aging. On Monday June 6th we will be holding our annual one-day spring conference at the Doubletree by Hilton. The topic of the conference is Engaging the Brain: Aging with Lifelong Disabilities.

The committee plans to have a panel of 2 to 3 consumers who are retired and have a lifelong disability; they will each share success stories and answer questions about how they have remained engaged while being retired. I was hoping perhaps the CBS team could help me identify some potential panelists. If you have anyone in mind please let me know or if you can connect me with someone who may have suggestions that would be great as well.

I do want to note that the conference is made possible by the generosity of our speakers; therefore we look for individuals within the local area who will not have travel expenses. The committee is able to say thank you to the speakers by providing them with a Barnes and Noble gift card.

Also, our committee became stumped when trying to think of programs, which specifically work to engage older adults with lifelong disabilities. If you can think of any examples I am all ears.  

APSC is always looking for new members and when I have more information about the conference I will be sure to share in the event anyone is interested in attending. 

Thank you for your help!

Sincerely,
Devin

Devin M. Bowers, MPH
Dementia Services Coordinator
Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
Community Based Services Division
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Henrico, VA 23229
Phone: (804) 662 - 9154
Email: devin.bowers@dars.virginia.gov
www.alzpossible.org





Highlighting ADA25 Activities Around the State (Valley Associates for Independent Living (VAIL)
 
[image: ]For the independent living community, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is the single most important piece of legislation ever enacted. July 26, 2015 marked 25 years since President George H.W. Bush signed the ADA into act in 1990 – 25 years since the wide-ranging civil rights law afforded legal protection against discrimination for individuals with disabilities. There was an undercurrent of celebration of the anniversary in every event and conference VAIL staff and board members attended, from Independent Living Day at the General Assembly in February, where we discussed the priorities important to the IL community – priorities included in bills and laws because of the ADA, to the Statewide Independent Living Conference in Richmond in October, where dynamic, inspiring speakers talked about what life was like for people with disabilities before the ADA, the improvements made since, and the work still to be done.
VAIL celebrated the anniversary locally, too. In July, to mark the actual date of the signing of the ADA, we hung a big banner in Court Square in Harrisonburg, letting our entire community in on the celebration!
 In the fall, we held our annual Community Leaders’ Luncheon, which was also an “ADA anniversary party” to recognize the significance of both the legislation and the date. Some of our consumers spoke passionately about their lives and advocacy done both by and for them in the past 25 years. 
We also highlighted the anniversary and information about the ADA in our newsletter, PreVAIL, in our blog, and on our Facebook page. 
2015 was a big year, one spent looking back to see just how far we’ve come, and looking forward to the next 25 years!












ACL FY2017 Budget Request 
 ACL's FY 2017 budget request is $2.076B, an increase of $28.4M over the FY 2016 enacted level. The request maintains the increases received in FY 2016 and continues to focus on sustaining core programs that promote self-determination, independence, productivity and community integration for older adults and people of all ages with disabilities, allowing them to remain independent and involved in their communities. The budget requests additional funding for four priority investment areas—nutrition and supportive services for older adults, adult protective services and elder justice, respite care, and streamlined access to community-based services. The request also includes funding to cover increased costs associated with ACL’s new headquarters location and external services. Finally the budget also reflects the transfer (consistent with the FY 2016 appropriation) of the Traumatic Brain Injury Program from the Health Resources and Services Administration to ACL. 
Read more and view additional FY2017 budget documents.
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Theresa Preda
Director of Independent Living
Community Based Services
Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Richmond, Virginia   23229
Phone 804-662-7078 or 1-800-552-5019
Email address: theresa.preda@DARS.virginia.gov
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Gt Connected. Get Answers.

Tells us what you think!

211 VIRGINIA would greatly appreciate your
feedback. Our records indicate that you have or had a
listing in the 2-1-1 VIRGINIA database. It is our goal to
provide world class service, and your responses will
help us to evaluate our current performance and
identity areas for improvement

This survey wil take just a few minutes to complete.
We encourage an early response, as the survey is only
open for a limited ime.

Your feedback, time and thoughts are greatly
appreciated

To access the survey, please click START SURVEY.

If you have any questions, please contact streeta@yourunitedway.rg.
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