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Greetings! Ask the Expert!!
What an exciting election year it is!  Except maybe not so much, if you are a person with a disability.  The dLCV surveyed hundreds of polling places earlier this month, and found that 20% of them posed barriers to access. 

What rights do you have if you are a person with a disability and want to be able to vote?  Now is the time to Ask the Expert!
Click on this link to watch a video regarding the legal voting rights for people with disabilities.
Colleen Miller, Executive Director
disAbility Law Center of Virginia  800-552-3962
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April 14, 2016; 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. Eastern 

Click here to register online or here to print the registration form (PDF).  Doing cross-disability work requires hard work and intentional outreach. As Independent Living advocates, we must constantly ask ourselves who is not at the table and take steps to include them.

Of course, sometimes we need help to know exactly how we can best accommodate and include people with all types of disabilities. Join us on April 14 to learn how you can best reach and include people with cognitive disabilities – including autistic people and people with intellectual disabilities. Our presenter will share some of the most common barriers to participation for people with a variety of different cognitive disabilities and what you can do to address them.

Registration Fee: $75.00. Fee is per site (connection) and does not apply per participant; registrants are encouraged to gather as many individuals as desired to participate by telephone.

Target Audience:  CIL and SILC board members, program managers, and staff interested in outreach to marginalized populations.
 
Learning Objectives

After completing this webinar, you will have tools and resources that will enable you to:  •Identify common access barriers for people with cognitive disabilities
•Explore common areas of overlap between the access needs of people with cognitive disabilities and other disability populations
•Expand access for people with cognitive disabilities, identifying specific ways CILs & SILCs can become more inclusive of this population
•Identify strategies that create cognitive accessibility that can improve communication and participation 
•Identify opportunities for outreach to people with cognitive disabilities

Presenter:  Julia Bascom
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 The VBPD Wants You! Board slots open as of July 1
The Virginia Board for People with Disabilities has one upcoming vacancy for each of the categories below. If you are:
•The parent/guardian of minor child with DD,
•A local government agency representative,
•A person with a developmental disability,
•A non-governmental Service Provider,
•or a person with a disability other than developmental,

and are interested in serving on the Virginia Board, please complete and submit the required online application. You can find the required online application here.   The Board is located in the Health and Human Resources (HHR) Secretariat.  Click on this link for more information about serving on the Board and scroll down to "Appointment information."
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Two James Madison University Communication & Advocacy MA students, Cori Howard and Erin Casey, would like your participation in the following survey. Both students are focusing their MAs in health communication and have done multiple studies surrounding mental health issues in both college and high school students. To continue their research in mental health communication, the students are now taking a class to understand cultural competence in mental health care. 

The purpose of the study is to examine Virginia's mental health clinician's self-perception of personal and workplace cultural competency. This study will contribute to the researchers' completion of their master's level intercultural health communication and advocacy course.

To participate in their brief survey and contribute your thoughts, click here.
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by Michelle Diament | March 29, 2016

A federal proposal to require overtime pay for many professionals who support people with disabilities living in the community could force service cuts, providers say.
The U.S. Department of Labor is weighing whether to move forward with finalizing a proposed rule that would dramatically increase the number of American workers eligible for overtime pay.  

Currently, salaried employees earning more than $23,660 annually don’t have to be paid extra for working more than 40 hours per week.  Meanwhile, 21 percent of providers said they might have to reduce services in order to meet their new payroll requirements.

Read the story here which includes the full federal proposal.
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The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) today announced a settlement agreement with Baltimore County, Maryland to expand affordable housing in higher opportunity areas throughout the County.  The settlement will serve as a catalyst to promote housing mobility and to assist the County and its surrounding areas in developing comprehensive affordable housing planning and strategies that address residential segregation. 
The groundbreaking agreement commits $30 million over 10 years to develop at least 1,000 affordable housing units for low- and very low-income residents.
Read entire Press Release here.
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The HSC Foundation, in partnership with the National Council on Independent Living (NCIL), is now accepting applications for a paid fellowship position with the organizations’ disability youth transition and collaboration work. This fellowship is ideal for a person with a disability who has an interest in youth career transitions and employment solutions. The fellowship starts in June 2016, and continues for 15 months. Under the supervision of NCIL’s Executive Director, the Youth Transitions Fellow (YTF) will gain exposure to youth programs serving people with disabilities and will have the opportunity to facilitate collaboration among internship, fellowship, and apprenticeship programs based in the Greater Washington, DC area. 

Preferred Skills and Qualifications:  
•Ability to facilitate collaboration among large groups
•Ability to work with people in all levels of an organization, including young people with a variety of disabilities
•Strong communication skills and strong organizational skills
•Creative and innovative personality
•Familiarity with technology and social networking tools
•Strong interest in youth transition for people with disabilities and organizing.
 
Eligibility:
College graduate 26-or-younger who self-identifies as an individual with any type of disability is invited to apply. You will not be required to disclose your specific disability; however, your application for this program will signify that you consider yourself a person with a disability. Please Note: This fellowship is specifically for people with disabilities.

Please Provide the Following to apply:
•Attach your resume in Microsoft Word format.
•Provide the contact information for four (4) references who are familiar with your qualifications relevant to this fellowship and your personal character.
•Attach in Microsoft Word format two (2) letters of recommendation from two (2) of the above-mentioned references.
 
What Happens Next: 
•Completed applications received by NCIL before 5:00 PM EDT, Tuesday, April 26, 2016 will be collected and reviewed by our team. 
•Semi-Finalists will be contacted for short, preliminary telephone interviews.
•Finalists will be contacted for formal telephone interviews.
•The fellow will be selected and notified by May 20, 2016.
•The fellow must be able to begin work by June 15, 2016.

TO APPLY:  
Applications must be received by 5:00 PM (Eastern Daylight Time) on or before Tuesday, April 26, 2016.Apply via Email at this address: tim@ncil.org
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Housing Virginia is excited to announce that we will hold a series of webinars focused on how to best utilize our web tools: Sourcebook, Playbook, the Research Library, and the Economic Impact Calculators for New Construction and Acquisition/Rehab.
 
These 30-minute free webinars will acquaint participants with the new website layout and suggest the best ways to get the most out of each tool. If you are interested in learning how to best utilize our web tools, be sure to sign up for one of the sessions!

Click here for the schedule of webinars and registration.
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Join the Brain Injury Association of Virginia for RVA FIELD DAY, on Saturday, April 23, 2016 at the Richmond Volleyball Club for a fun-filled day of friendly competition, good food and beverages.

Teams must raise a minimum of $100.00 to participate in the games, but are encouraged to raise more. The team who raises the most money before the day of the event will gain additional points for their team to start the competition! Team members will be provided with lunch from Carytown Burger and Fries and fun swag!

Up to 20 teams of 4 people will be registered for this event; there will be 4 games going on throughout the day, and the 5th and final game will be an all-team relay race. All ages and abilities will be able to participate, and anyone under 12 years old will need to be accompanied by an adult. Points will be awarded to the winning teams of each game, and the grand prizes will be given out for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams. 

If competition isn't your thing, there are plenty of activities going on to keep you busy! Enjoy popsicles from Richmond's own King of Pops, a live band, helmet give away, and additional outdoor games. Rain or shine, this will be an occasion you won’t want to miss!

Can't make it to the event but still want to participate? You can still register your fundraising page and help people with brain injury! Simply click register now and when prompted indicate you will not be attending the event. 

Proceeds from the event will benefit the Brain Injury Association of Virginia, so we can provide help, hope and healing to Virginians affected by brain injury.

For more information and registration, click here.
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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