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To: NCIL Members
From: NCIL Regional Representatives
Regarding: Regional Advocacy Awards

Click here to nominate someone from your region online.  
Each year at the Annual Conference, NCIL recognizes individuals and / or organizations for outstanding advocacy efforts. NCIL encourages you to nominate someone in your region who you believe is deserving of this award. Click here to view regional representatives.  Please take a few minutes to complete the nomination form by May 17, 2016.  

Purpose of the NCIL regional advocacy award: To recognize individuals or groups/organizations within each region for outstanding systems advocacy efforts consistent with independent living goals & philosophy at a national, state, or local level.  

Eligibility for the regional advocacy award: The nominee does not have to be a member of NCIL. In the event that the winner is not a member of NCIL, upon receiving the award he or she will receive a complimentary Individual Membership to NCIL for the remainder of the year.  

Selection process: The Regional Representative will solicit written nominations from membership within their region. Regional Representatives are strongly encouraged to solicit input from the members in their region in selecting the award winner. To the greatest degree possible, the selection process should be free of actual or perceived conflicts of interest. One award winner will be selected from each region.  

Recognition: Regional Advocacy Awards will be presented to the winners at NCIL’s 2016 Annual Conference on Independent Living, during the Awards Luncheon at Noon on Wednesday, July 27, 2016.  
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Today the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released data from its Autism and Developmental Disabilities Monitoring Network indicating that 1 in 68 school-aged children are on the autism spectrum. In announcing the rate, which is unchanged from 2014, the CDC called attention to the critical role services and supports play in helping people with autism reach their full potential.  Autistic children, like people with all types of disabilities, need more avenues to gain independence.  

To achieve this, we must ensure services are available to support children with autism through all stages of life—from early childhood and the school years, as they look toward college and employment, and ultimately as they live independently as adults.

To that end, the nation’s 67 federally-funded University Centers for Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs) are playing a leading role in conducting research, developing and testing cutting edge practices, and connecting families with services and supports.  Click here to read the full article and view links to available resources.
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The Social Security Administration and the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness invite you to a forum on ending homelessness on Thursday, April 28, 2016, from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. EDT at the Hampton University Student Center Ballroom, 100 E. Marshall Ave, Hampton, VA 23668.

Space is limited, so please RSVP by April 18, 2016 by clicking here.

We welcome your participation in this important conversation on how to better serve individuals experiencing homelessness. Representatives from federal agencies, the Commonwealth of Virginia, and partner organizations will be on hand to share successful strategies in the fight against homelessness. The forum will also focus on the best practices that the Commonwealth of Virginia has implemented to end veterans homelessness and significantly reduce family homelessness.

Planned speakers include:
•	Dr. William R. Harvey, President, Hampton University (Tentative)
•	Carolyn W. Colvin, Acting Commissioner of Social Security (Confirmed)
•	Paul Reagan, Chief of Staff to Virginia Governor Terence R. McAuliffe (Confirmed)
•	Matthew Doherty, Executive Director, U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness
        (Tentative)
•	Anthony Love, Senior Advisor and Director of Community Engagement, Veterans
 Health Administration Homeless Programs, U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs
 (Confirmed)
•	Kana Enomoto, Acting Administrator, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
        Administration (Confirmed)
•	Marcy Thompson, Senior Advisor, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for
         Special Needs, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (Confirmed)
•	Sim Wimbush, Executive Director, Virginia Housing Alliance (Confirmed)


If you have any questions regarding this event, please feel free to contact M L Jordan by email (ml.jordan@ssa.gov) or by phone at 410-966-4978.
We hope you can join us and look forward to your participation!
J. Jioni Palmer, Associate Commissioner for External Affairs 
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CIL-NET Presents… A National Teleconference & Webinar
Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation Paralysis Resource Center: Your Source for Information, Services, and Support
April 19, 2016; 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. Eastern

Does your CIL take advantage of the resources that are available from the Reeve Foundation and Paralysis Resource Center? Of course you’ve heard of them, but you may not realize all they offer to consumers and CILs alike. From literature, to peer mentoring, and even grant opportunities – you may be pleasantly surprised by all that they provide.   

Join us on April 19th for an overview of what the Reeve Foundation can do for you and your consumers.   

Registration Fee: $75.00. Fee is per site (connection) and does not apply per participant; registrants are encouraged to gather as many individuals as desired to participate by telephone.  

Target Audience:  •CIL board members, program managers, and staff interested in resources for working with consumers with paralysis and spinal cord injuries. 

Learning Objectives: After completing this webinar, you will have tools and resources that will enable you to understand: 
•The wide array of free resources, programs and services available to CILs and their consumers
•The general demographics of Americans living with paralysis and spinal cord injuries
•Resources especially useful for CILs in assisting consumers with community connection, exercising self-determination, health and well-being
•The benefits of the PRC’s national peer-to-peer mentoring program that provides information, resources, and support to people living with paralysis, their families and caregivers
•Grant opportunities from the Reeve Foundation available to CILs

For more information and registration, click here.
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COURSE DATES: June 6-24, 2016
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: May 20, 2016 

  PURPOSE: This course will assist participants in understanding, accessing, and expanding the funding sources, systems, planning processes, and programs involved in community-based housing for persons with disabilities.
  
TARGET AUDIENCE: IL Center Staff, especially administrators, housing specialists, and advocates; it may also be of benefit to CIL board members, and staff and members of Statewide Independent Living Councils.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of the course, participants will be able to: identify and match major sources of federal or state funding for housing to consumer needs; implement effective advocacy strategies to expand housing resources for people with disabilities; play a significant role in your community's housing planning processes; and forge alliances with key housing partners.

FORMAT: Participants will read assignments in the online course manual, complete exercises assigned by the instructor, and interact daily with the instructor and other students in an online discussion forum. Participants can access the course Web site at any time of the day or night. This can be done from any computer with an Internet connection. Participants should plan on spending 1-2 hours each day reading assignments, completing course work and participating in the discussion.

For more information including registration, click here. 
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NCIL is finalizing our written testimony to the House and Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies (LHHS) Appropriations Subcommittees. In the testimony, we address the critical need for additional funding for Independent Living, and the vital role that CILs play in the lives of people with disabilities.   

From 2012-2014, CILs provided the four core services to nearly 5 million individuals with disabilities, and provided services such as housing assistance, transportation, personal care attendants, and employment services, to hundreds of thousands more. In that same period CILs moved 13,030 people out of nursing homes and institutions, allowing people with disabilities real choice in where and how they live, work, and participate in the community. Every day, CILs are fighting to ensure that people with disabilities gain and maintain control over our own lives.  

Congress demonstrated their understanding and support for IL and transition services when WIOA was passed and transition was added as a fifth core service. However, effectively carrying out these services requires additional funding, and the Independent Living Program was flat-funded in FY 2016! With IL being the only federally funded program that is mandated to provide transition services, the need for funding is critical. Moreover, CILs need additional funding to restore the devastating cuts to the Independent Living program, make up for inflation costs, and address the increased demand for independent living services. Right now, the Independent Living Program is receiving over $2.5 million less in funding than we were in 2010. This is simply unacceptable.   

The value of CILs cannot be overstated. People with disabilities deserve to be the decision-makers in our own lives, and CILs provide that opportunity to millions of individuals. We need to make sure that Congress hears this! The House and Senate LHHS Appropriations Subcommittees are accepting written testimony for the record from the public through April 15, and they need to hear from you! You can find specific instructions for submitting your written testimony for the record on the House 
(click here for House testimony) and Senate (click here for Senate testimony) subcommittee pages.  

NCIL has also created a sample testimony for your use, below. You can feel free to change and personalize this as much as you want.  

  
Just make sure your testimony adheres to the guidance and page limits provided by the Subcommittees!   
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See below for two upcoming opportunities from the U.S. Department of Transportation, including a public meeting on automated vehicles and a funding opportunity to connect patients with public transportation options through partnerships with service providers. 
NHTSA to Host Public Meeting for Input on the Usage and Operation of Automated Vehicles 
Would automotive technology such as a driverless car help you lead a more independent life?
On April 8th, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is hosting a public meeting to seek input on guidelines for the usage and operation of automated vehicles (AV).  In particular, NHTSA seeks public feedback on roadway scenarios and environments highly automated vehicles might face.
This information will help ensure that the design and evaluation of AV safety systems are appropriate for actual, real-world use. At the meeting, NHTSA will also gather public input on alternative approaches to safety in AV technology. 
The live webcast will begin at 9am.  Click here for further details, agenda and registration.
Click here for more information or to add your comments directly to the meeting docket. 
Funding Opportunity: FTA “Rides to Wellness” Grants Totaling $5.3 Million
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has released a Notice of Funding Opportunity for their Rides to Wellness Demonstration and Innovative Coordinated Access and Mobility Grants.  Click here to view the Notice of Funding. The $5.3 million in competitive grant funds will help build partnerships between health, transportation, and other service providers to develop strategies that connect patients with public transportation options.
The grants will focus on communities demonstrating mobility management, technological solutions, and effective partnerships. Grant applicants must include participating groups with stakeholders from the transportation, healthcare and human service sectors. 
FTA will be hosting a webinar on Wed., April 20 at 3:30pm ET to answer questions about the funding opportunity.  Click here for more information and registration for the webinar.
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To view this issue, of the NCIL Weekly Advocacy Monitor, click here.
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ACT TODAY -- YOUR action could prevent people with disabilities in Virginia from losing the ability to schedule personal assistants when they need them to live independently in the community! 
Do YOU, or a member of YOUR family, receive consumer-directed (CD) personal assistance, respite or companion services through Medicaid?
You MUST ACT TODAY to protect your ability to hire Medicaid CD assistants to work overtime, if that is mutually agreeable, and helps you to get the services you need to live in your own home and stay out of a nursing facility or other institution.
Click here for more information from Virginia Waivers on the disAbility Resource Center website.
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Click here to view the editorial from the Richmond Times-Dispatch.
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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SAMPLE Appropriations Testimony Plain Text.txt
Name

Title

Institutional Affiliation (if any)



I am writing to support the National Council on Independent Living’s request for Congress to reaffirm your commitment to the more than 57 million Americans disabilities by increasing funding in the HHS appropriations for Centers for Independent Living (CILs). I am asking that you increase funding by $200 million, for a total of $301 million for the Independent Living line item in FY 2017.



CILs are cross-disability, non-residential, community-based, nonprofit organizations that are designed and operated by individuals with disabilities. CILs are unique in that they are directly governed and staffed by people with all types of disabilities, including people with mental, physical, sensory, cognitive, and developmental disabilities. Each of the 365 federally funded centers provides five core services: information and referral, individual and systems advocacy, peer support, independent living skills training, and transition services, which were added with the passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA). From 2012-2014, CILs provided the core services to nearly 5 million people with disabilities, and provided additional services such as housing assistance, transportation, personal care attendants, and employment services to hundreds of thousands of individuals. During this same period, prior to transition being added as a core service, CILs transitioned 13,030 people with disabilities from nursing homes and other institutions into the community.



Transition services were added as a fifth core service with the 2014 reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act within the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act. Transition services include the transition of individuals with significant disabilities from nursing homes and other institutions to home and community-based residences with appropriate supports and services, assistance to individuals with significant disabilities at risk of entering institutions to remain in the community, and the transition of youth with significant disabilities to postsecondary life. This core service is vital to achieving full participation for people with disabilities.



Every day, CILs are fighting to ensure that people with disabilities gain and maintain control over our own lives. We know that this cannot occur when people reside in institutional settings. Opponents of deinstitutionalization say that allowing people with disabilities to live in the community will result in harm. We know that the 13,030 people with disabilities who CILs successfully transitioned out of nursing homes and institutions from 2012-2014 prove otherwise. Additionally, when services are delivered in an individual’s home, the result is a tremendous cost savings to Medicaid, Medicare, and states. Community-based services enable people with disabilities to become less reliant on long-term government supports, and they are significantly less expensive than nursing home placements. We are grateful that Congress demonstrated their understanding and support for community-based services when WIOA was passed and transition was added as a fifth core service.



Since transition services were added as a core service, the need for funding is critical. Moreover, CILs need additional funding to restore the devastating cuts to the Independent Living program, make up for inflation costs, and address the increased demand for independent living services. In 2016, the Independent Living Program is receiving $2.5 million less in funding than it was in 2010. It is simply not possible to meet the increasing demand for services and effectively provide transition services without additional funding. Increased funding should be reinvested from the billions currently spent to keep people with disabilities in costly Medicaid nursing homes and institutions and out of mainstream society.



Centers for Independent Living play a crucial role in the lives of people with disabilities, and work tirelessly to ensure that people with disabilities have a real choice in where and how they live, work, and participate in the community. Additionally, CILs are an excellent service and a bargain for America, keeping people engaged with their communities and saving taxpayer money. NCIL is dedicated to increasing the availability of the invaluable and extremely cost-effective services CILs provide, and they have submitted written testimony with a similar request. I strongly support NCIL’s testimony.
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