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Carrie Smoot, freelance writer for a quarterly newsletter in Northern Virginia called allAbilities Celebration Connection, interviewed Marcia DuBois on April 18th. The purpose of the article was to share information about CIL services.  The newsletter also covers topics involving youth in transition and adults which is in alignment with the new fifth core transition service for CILs.  To view the newsletter, click here.
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“Technology of Tomorrow for the Needs of Today”
An Independent Living Expo Featuring Assistive Technology May 7 at the Fredericksburg Expo Center
The disAbility Resource Center presents a new Expo on Independent Living, featuring over 50 providers of assistive technology (AT) and services that help people with disabilities live independently will be held at the Fredericksburg Expo Center May 7, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The event also will include mini workshops on such topics as special needs long-term financial planning, the ADA and assistive technology for schools, service dog demonstrations and deaf and hard-of-hearing technology demonstrations, and 911 emergency preparations.  State and national organizations participating include the Department of Aging and Rehabilitative Services, the Virginia Department for Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Goodwill, the Virginia Assistive Technology System, and more. For more information including registration and vendor opportunities, click here!  The full list of vendors can be found here.
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We have a great conference just for you on June 6th.   Join us as we learn how important it is for individuals with lifelong disabilities to keep an active and healthy brain.
You will not want to miss any of our wonderful and knowledgable presenters this year; like Dr. Paul Raia from The Alzheimer’s Association, Cat Anthony from Sportable and Colleen Keller from Senior Connections.  click here to see all of our great presenters. 
Click here to go to our registration page to learn more about our conference.

Click here for more information on the conference, purchasing tickets, and vendor opportunities.

Sincerely,
Devin M. Bowers, MPH
Dementia Services Coordinator
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New RapidCourse -- Systems Advocacy in Centers for Independent Living 

Announcing the launch of our newest RapidCourse-Systems Advocacy in Centers for Independent Living! For details on this and all RapidCourses visit the website here.

Systems advocacy, a core service for CILs, is an effort to change policies, rules or laws which determine how resources and services are provided. There are many issues that prevent citizens with disabilities from living happy, self-determined, and integrated lives. Systems advocacy is necessary in order to work systematically to remove these universally experienced barriers.

This course covers the six elements of an effective systems advocacy model:
1.	Public Information and Media Work
2.	Using Laws and Litigation
3.	Voter Registration, Education, and Mobilization
4.	Education Targeted at Consumers, Providers, Funders, Regulators, and the Public
5.	Direct Action; and
6.	Lobbying
You'll learn strategies for measuring a CIL's systems advocacy efforts. Target audience includes CIL executive directors, program managers, independent living specialists, and other staff members of CILs who are involved in providing systems advocacy.

RapidCourses is a self-paced learning option, fully accessible (508 compliant) and available 24/7, allowing you to "Learn at the Speed of YOU!" This web-based, user-friendly curricula is easy to navigate and is designed to provide essential, fundamental knowledge of the independent living field. 

Darrell Jones, Project Director 
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Please join your SILC peers for a discussion May 5, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. ET. Have you submitted an approvable SPIL? We will discuss the high points of what makes your SPIL "approvable" and discuss what may happen if your SPIL is delayed or not approved -- and how it affects the entire state network, including the SILC and both Part B and Part C CILs. 
This peer discussion group is organized by the new SILC Training and Technical Assistance Center (a sister project of the SILC-NET) and is co-facilitated by Ann McDaniel, West Virginia SILC Executive Director; Mary Olson, APRIL's Peer Mentor Coordinator and chairperson of the Montana SILC; and Paula McElwee, ILRU's Technical Assistance Coordinator. Please do not forward this invitation outside of SILC staff and members.

To join the group on May 5th, you will need to dial in to 1.888.652.4360 using code 9205763 and press #.

If you need real time captioning to participate in the call, please contact Sharon Finney no later than Noon on May 2nd at her address here or at 713.797.7129
 
Click here to check out the technical assistance blog written by Paula McElwee at
(IL-NET TA Blog) for more information on SILC guidance.
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Click here to register for the State of the Science Conference on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) hosted by the ADA Knowledge Translation Center. (Click here to view information about the ADA Knowledge Translation Center website).  There is no charge to attend. Space is limited. 
Location: Hilton Alexandria Old Town, VA
Date: May 4th, 2016
Time: 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Keynote Speakers:
· The Americans with Disabilities Act: What the Legal Research Reveals About Trends and Unanticipated Applications of the Law. Barry Taylor, J.D.; Vice President for Civil Rights and Systemic Litigation at Equip for Equality.
· The Limits of the ADA? Disability and Structural Inequality in the Post-ADA Era David Pettinicchio, Ph.D.; Assistant Professor, University of Toronto  

View the full agenda and register here!
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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