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Did you know that there is funding available to centers through the Reeve Foundation? If you didn't, you can get more information on this and other resources available through the Foundation.  Click here for more information.
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The Collaborative on Health Care Reform and Independent Living (CHRIL) offers an on-demand training on what the Affordable Care Act (ACA) means for persons with disabilities and what some of the opportunities and challenges the law will present.

The training outlines the research objectives and planned work of the CHRIL. Additionally, the webinar presents an overview of the National Disability Navigator Resource Collaborative (NDNRC) project and its Resources. The NDNRC is an initiative aimed at providing cross-disability information and support to Navigators and other enrollment specialists thereby ensuring people with disabilities receive accurate information when selecting and enrolling in insurance through the ACA Marketplaces.
View the on-demand training and resources here.
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Save the Dates: National Voter Registration Week and Training Webinar 
National Disability Voter Registration Organizing & Training Webinar: 
May 24, 2016; 3:00 p.m. (Eastern) 

National Disability Voter Registration Week: 
July 11-15, 2016 

The REV UP Campaign is coordinating a National Disability Voter Registration Week to increase the political power of people with disabilities while also engaging candidates and the media to recognize the disability community. 
To help prepare for National Disability Voter Registration Week, the REV UP Campaign will host an organizing webinar on Tuesday, May 24th at 3:00 p.m. Eastern. The purpose of the webinar is aid organizers across the country to hold their own voter registration events - both physically and online - to increase the number of people with disabilities who are registered to vote and ultimately the number of people with disabilities who cast their ballots on Election Day this November and in future elections. 
More information, including a link to register will be sent out soon. Thank you for doing your part to make the DISABILITY VOTE count! 
The REV UP Campaign aims to increase the political power of the disability community while also engaging candidates and the media on disability issues. REV UP stands for Register! Educate! Vote! Use your Power! 
For more information about the REV UP Campaign and resources to start organizing in your state, click here.   Source: American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) 
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On May 6, 2016 the Assistant Secretary for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services announced a priority under the Training of Interpreters for Individuals Who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing and Individuals Who are Deaf-Blind program (CFDA 84.160D). The Assistant Secretary may use this priority for competitions in FY 2016 and later years. We take this action to provide training to working interpreters in order to develop a new skill area or enhance an existing skill area. We must receive your comments on or before June 6, 2016.
 
The proposed priority can be found in the Federal Register (Volume 81, Number 88, Friday May 6, 2016, pages 27375-27381)
Click here for the text version, and click here for the PDF version.  The notice also includes instructions for submitting comments.  

In the Federal Register on page 27377 (last paragraph) the following is stated: “Apart from this, generally, the pool of qualified interpreters is insufficient to meet the needs of deaf consumers in the United States. For this reason, we are publishing a proposed priority elsewhere in the Federal Register to establish a national model demonstration center to better prepare novice interpreters to become nationally certified sign language interpreters.” On Thursday, April 7, 2016 the Assistant Secretary for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services announced a priority under the Training of Interpreters for Individuals Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing and Individuals Who Are Deaf-Blind program (click here to view the program CFDA 84.160C information). Click here to view the Federal Register priority (Volume 81, Number 67 (Thursday, April 7, 2016), Pages 20268-20274).

The Department’s Grant Forecast for the Interpreter Training program is now up to date (Click here to view). The projected award amount for CFDA 84.160D is included in the Forecast. The final amount will be published in a Notice Inviting Applications.	

Additional important resources about the grantmaking process:
· The Department’s grantmaking process is available in an online handbook (click here). 
· Click here to view information regarding Uniform Administrative Guidance (2 CFR 200) (Code of Federal Regulations), a resource page for all prospective applicants, grantees, and contractors that includes FAQs, training materials and guidance.
· Click here to register with Grants.gov, to receive alerts, useful FAQs, tips, and resources for the grant/ cooperative agreement application process.
· Click here to confirm that your organization has an active D-U-N-S (Data Universal Numbering System) Number and verify if there is an active registration with the System for Award Management (SAM) site.
For further information about CFDA 84.160D, please contact Kristen Rhinehart-Fernandez. Telephone: (202) 245-6103 or by email, click here. 
If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) or a text telephone (TTY), call the Federal Relay Service (FRS), toll free, at 1-800-877-8339.
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[bookmark: _EXTREMELY_URGENT_ALERT!!][bookmark: _Housing_Virginia_Sourcebook][bookmark: _DC_Area_Colleagues:][bookmark: _BeSpoke_voices:_Empowering][bookmark: _Opportunity_to_Comment:]Opportunity to Comment: FAA DRAFT Advisory Circular on Access to Airports by Individuals with Disabilities 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announces the availability of draft Advisory Circular (AC) (click here to view) #150/5360-14A, Access to Airports by Individuals with Disabilities, for public review. This AC will provide guidance and recommendations for ensuring access to airports by individuals with disabilities. The draft AC substantially revises and incorporates regulatory updates and recommendations for Service Animal Relief Areas (SARA) at airports. The draft AC was rewritten to improve readability, and to simplify and clarify the regulations for airport operators regarding airport access by individuals with disabilities. Additionally, the FAA is interested in public input regarding the use of wayfinding technologies and other technology innovations at airports.
Comments must be received on or before June 6, 2016. The FAA will also consider comments received after that date to the extent practicable.
You may also submit comments identified by Docket Number FAA-2016-4796 using any of following methods:
• The FAA invites interested persons, airport operators, guide dog trainers and handlers, consultants, industry representatives, and all other interested parties to review and comment on the draft.  Click here to comment. 
• Click here for the Government-wide rulemaking Web site (Docket Number: FAA-2016-4796).
• Mail: Docket Operations, U.S. Department of Transportation, West Building, Ground Floor, Room W12-140, Routing Symbol M-30, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590.
• Hand Delivery: To Docket Operations, Room W12-140 on the ground floor of the West Building, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except Federal holidays
• Fax: 1-202-493-2251.
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[bookmark: _2016_Home_and][bookmark: _The_Arc_of]The Arc of Virginia 2016 State Convention!
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The Arc of Virginia 2016 State Convention, “Inspiring Revolutionary Ideas”
August 8-10 at Colonial Williamsburg

Sessions on waiver redesign, early intervention, inclusive education, employment, self-advocacy, navigating the service system, and other topics.
Click here for more information and registration.
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On April 20th, the Virginia General Assembly reconvened to consider Governor McAuliffe’s amendments to bills, including the 2016-2018 biennium budget bill.  Originally, the Governor included language in his December budget proposal that would authorize 16 hours of overtime pay for consumer directed (CD) care attendants working more than 40 hours a week.  This proposal was included in an effort to comply with the Department of Labor rule, which extends the minimum wage and overtime protections of the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) to most home care workers.

The budget bill, passed by the General Assembly in March, removed the authorization for overtime pay for CD attendants, thus ‘capping’ the number of hours an attendant can work to 40 hours a week per individual.  The cap excludes live-in CD attendants.  A 40-hour cap per person on attendant hours places many recipients of services at risk of institutionalization and is an unnecessary burden to hire multiple attendants to meet their care needs, which is not practical in many cases given the shortage of attendants in the field.

In response, the Governor proposed a budget amendment, for General Assembly consideration during the reconvened session, to re-include budget language to authorize 16 hours of overtime pay in the state budget. On April 20th, the General Assembly passed the final budget bill which rejected the Governor’s amendment.  Governor McAuliffe is expected to sign the budget bill soon. 

Effective July 1, Medicaid consumer-directed attendants:
1. Will not be permitted to work for more than 40 hours in a week for one individual (unless they are a live-in attendant).

2. Live-in attendants can work more than 40 hours a week for one individual, and will continue to receive regular pay.

3. Can work for more than one individual and hours will be totaled separately for each person.  Therefore some attendants might work more than 40 hours a week if working for multiple individuals.  There will be no overtime pay for total hours exceeding 40 hours a week for multiple individuals.

Advocates remain very concerned with the implementation of this proposal and we are collecting information about how individuals with disabilities and families are affected by these changes. If you have a story to share, please contact Rebecca King by email here.  
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CIL-NET Presents...an IL Conversation via Teleconference 
Inclusion of Veterans
 
Presented by Mark Derry, Eastlake, Derry & Associates, LLC, Accessibility Solutions
& Sarah Launderville, Executive Director, Vermont Center for Independent Living
 
June 10, 2016
3:00 - 4:30 PM Eastern
 
Join us to learn about: 
•	Veteran Subcommittee (NCIL/APRIL) CIL recent survey results
•	Resources for working with veterans
•	Examples of how CILs are including veterans
•	Upcoming advocacy work
Join the conversation via our teleconference line 281.404.1544 using PIN 9558554. 

Handouts, Recording, and Transcript
To access the print materials on June 10th, and the audio recording and transcript following the teleconference, click here.  http://www.april-rural.org. 

CART
To access the CART for this presentation and all future APRIL events, click here.

There is NO Registration Fee for this Teleconference. This is not a toll free call and your regular long distance charges will apply.
 
For more information contact:
Mary Olson at 406.243.5817, or click here for email.
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Announcing the launch of our newest RapidCourse-Systems Advocacy in Centers for Independent Living! Click here for information on this and all RapidCourses.

Systems advocacy, a core service for CILs, is an effort to change policies, rules or laws which determine how resources and services are provided. There are many issues that prevent citizens with disabilities from living happy, self-determined, and integrated lives. Systems advocacy is necessary in order to work systematically to remove these universally experienced barriers.

This course covers the six elements of an effective systems advocacy model:
1.	Public Information and Media Work
2.	Using Laws and Litigation
3.	Voter Registration, Education, and Mobilization
4.	Education Targeted at Consumers, Providers, Funders, Regulators, and the Public
5.	Direct Action; and
6.	Lobbying
You'll also learn strategies for measuring a CIL's systems advocacy efforts. The primary audience includes CIL executive directors, program managers, independent living specialists, and other staff members of CILs who are involved in providing systems advocacy.

RapidCourses is a self-paced learning option, fully accessible (508 compliant) and available 24/7, allowing you to "Learn at the Speed of YOU!" This web-based, user-friendly curricula is easy to navigate and is designed to provide essential, fundamental knowledge of the independent living field. 

Darrell Jones, Project Director
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Mark your calendar for the 2016 Virginia Governor's Housing Conference on Nov. 16-18 in Roanoke, Virginia. Join us for Virginia's largest housing event packed full of educational sessions led by experts in housing, finance and community development, as well as amazing networking opportunities with colleagues from across the commonwealth.
Click here for more information and registration.
Return to Top
[image: ]
[bookmark: _VDA_Weekly_E-Mailing_2]VDA Weekly E-Mailing

Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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In Celebration of
Homeownership Month
June 2016

BUILDING COMMUNITIES
USDA Rural Development

VA Housing Programs

Guaranteed and Direct Loan Info Sessions

The USDA Rural Development offices in Virginia are hosting four information sessions across
the state to allow lenders, realtors, nonprofit partners and interested individuals to learn and ask
questions about the guaranteed and direct loan programs for rural housing.

Participants can expect a program overview and an opportunity to speak directly with
USDA Rural Development single family housing specialists.

Sign Up Today

Front Royal Franklin

Wednesday, June 1 Thursday, June 2
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Northern Shenandoah Valley Planning Franklin Southampton Economic Development
Regional Commission 601 N Mechanic Street, Suite 300
400-E Kendrick Lane, Front Royal, VA 22630 Franklin, VA 23851

Salem Lynchburg

Monday, June 6 Tuesday June 7
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City of Salem VA Public Library Virginia’s Region 2000 Partnership
28 East Main Street 828 Main Street, 12th Floor
Salem, VA 24153 Lynchburg, VA 24504

Contact

Danielle Logan, Public Affairs
danielle.logan@va.usda.gov
804-287-1624
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