INDEPENDENT LIVING WEEKLY NOTES		ISSUE 154   May 24, 2016

[image: ]
ISSUE 154
May 24, 2016

In this issue…
· REV UP – VOTE!
· NIDILRR Seeking Public Comment on Proposed Transportation Priority
· President Obama Additional PCPID Nominees- Jack Brandt!
· Organizers Forum: Parents with Disabilities
· Calling All Youth with Disabilities and Allies: Share Your Ideas on Transition!
· May is Better Hearing and Speech Month -- Join Us for Webinars
· New Parenting with a Disability Toolkit
· Weekly Advocacy Monitor: Volume 14, Issue 15; May 12, 2016
· NIDILRR Final Rule
· Nominate Deserving Youth with Disabilities for the Diana Viets Memorial 
· [bookmark: _Independent_Living_Mourns][bookmark: _Arc_Budget_Summary][bookmark: _Governor_McAuliffe,_First][bookmark: _Facilitating_Communication_with][bookmark: _HOME_Announces_Housing]vaACCSES Provider Conference August 22-24  
· VDA Weekly E-Mailing

[bookmark: _2016_Regional_Advocacy][bookmark: _Memorandum:_2016_Regional][bookmark: _A_Focus_on][bookmark: _NIDILRR_Seeking_Public][bookmark: _REV_UP_–]REV UP – VOTE!

AAPD has launched a national get-out-the-vote effort for people with disabilities called REV UP. Virginia is coordinating the same effort through VACIL with the CILS.  Check it out on Facebook here or on Twitter @revupvirgina.
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NIDILRR Seeking Public Comment on Proposed Transportation Priority

Transportation is central to living independently, but nearly a third of people with disabilities do not have adequate access.  
Current research has shown potential benefits of robotics and automation for independent travel and mobility for people with disabilities. Fully autonomous vehicles are expected to dramatically improve mobility and research and development of this exciting idea is underway in both the public and private sector.  Even less dramatic technology is expected to have a tremendous impact. 
NIDILRR proposes to fund research to advance the development of robotics and automation that enhance accessible transportation for travelers with disabilities by: 
a) Meeting the diverse needs of travelers with mobility, vision, hearing and cognitive disabilities; and 
b)  Providing travelers with the ability to plan and execute on-demand trips at any time and from any location. 
The first project to be funded under this priority is entitled: Robotics and Automation Technology Application Development Supporting Independent Mobility.
We invite you to submit comments regarding this proposed priority.  Comments must be sent to Marlene Spencer, at Marlene.Spencer@acl.hhs.gov and include the phrase “Proposed Priority for Transportation DRRP” in the subject line of your electronic message. Comments must be submitted on or before May 20, 2016. 
Click here to read the full priority and learn more about learn more about National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR).
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On Thursday, May 12, 2016, President Barack Obama announced his intent to nominate the following individuals to the President’s Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities (PCPID):
•	Jack Martin Brandt, of Virginia, to be a Member of the President's Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities.  (Reappointment and designated Chair)
•	Dan Habib, of New Hampshire, to be a Member of the President's Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities.  (Reappointment)
•	Michelle “Sheli” Reynolds, PhD, of Missouri, to be a Member of the President's Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities.  (Reappointment)
•	Ricardo Thornton, Sr., of the District of Columbia, to be a Member of the President's Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities.  (Reappointment)
Click here to read the President’s official announcement to learn more about the nominee.
PCPID serves in an advisory capacity to the President of the United States and the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) on matters related to individuals with intellectual disabilities. The Committee upholds the right of all people with intellectual disabilities to pursue a quality of life that promotes independence, self-determination, and economic self-sufficiency.  Presidential Executive Order 12994, as amended by Executive Orders 13309 and 13446, stipulates that the Committee shall provide advice to the President concerning the following: expansion of educational opportunities; promotion of homeownership; assurances of workplace integration; improvement of transportation options; expansion of full access to community living; and increased access to technology.
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•	Tuesday, May 17; 1:00-2:00 p.m. Eastern
•	Call-in: 1 (712) 832-8310
•	Passcode: 125175#
•	Click here to RSVP online
On this call, we'll talk about how people with disabilities are facing discrimination in the right to parent their children, or even to access reproductive healthcare to allow them to become a parent in the first place. In 32 states you can lose custody of your child solely on the basis of disability. The Departments of Justice and Health and Human Services have issued guidance requiring states to take the ADA into account and legislative efforts on the state level are taking place around the country to add further support. 
This call will educate participants on both the problem and potential solutions. The speakers will discuss how different parts of the disability community are being impacted and how we can organize to ensure the protection of these rights for all. 
Organized by: 
•	Rebecca Cokley, mother of two and Executive Director of the National Council on Disability. 
•	Additional speakers to be announced.   
Thank you to the National Disability Leadership Alliance for sponsoring the captioning of this call. If you need additional accommodations to participate in the call, please let us know as soon as possible. 
•	Click here to view CART: https://2020captioning.1capapp.com
•	Username: forum
•	Password: forum
•	To ask questions via CART: sign-in to the chat function on the right side of the transcript and type your question. One of the call facilitators will read out any questions posted there.
•	Because we want to maximize the generously donated CART services, we will begin the call promptly at 1:00 p.m. Eastern
Mark your calendars! The Organizer's Forum has a call on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Eastern.  
•	Click here to view the Organizers Forum schedule Listserv
•	Click here to view the Organizers Forum Facebook page
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YouthACT Transition Truths National Online Dialogue 
May 19 - May 22, 2016

Are you a young person with a disability or a youth ally of the disability community?  There is an important conversation going on about what youth with disabilities (ages 13-25) need to become successful adult. Let your voice be heard! 
From Thursday, May 19 until Sunday, May 22, 2016, the U.S. Department of Labor's Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) and the National Collaborative on Workforce and Disability for Youth is hosting The YouthACT Transition Truths National Online Dialogue.

Youth are encouraged to participate in this important online conversation by sharing ideas on the strategies and supports that can help youth and young adults with disabilities and their peers transition successfully into adulthood.
Click here to register today! Youth will receive a reminder and further information before the dialogue.
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In celebration of Better Hearing and Speech Month, please join us for a week of 15-minute Coffee Break webinars. There is no registration needed to join. Use the links below to access each video at the date and time given:
•	Click here for video access: https://ncham.adobeconnect.com/ncham/
•	Click here for captioning Services


Monday, May 16, 2016 at 2 p.m. EDT 
Debunking Common Myths about Using Assistive Technology with Young Children
Tuesday, May 17, 2016 at 2 p.m. EDT 
Don't Wait to Communicate! Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 2 p.m. EDT 
Quality Hearing Screening Practices for Children Birth to 5 Years of Age
Thursday, May 19, 2016 at 2 p.m. EDT 
Using a Multi-Modal Approach to Support Children with Hearing Loss
Friday, May 20, 2016 at 2 p.m. EDT 
Center on Technology and Disability: Free Resources to Support the Use of Assistive Technology in Young Children with Disabilities
We hope that you will join us to celebrate Better Hearing and Speech Month by participating in the webinars.
For more information on Better Hearing and Speech Month, click here and here.

Return to Top

[image: ]
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The National Council of Disability announces the release of a toolkit that might be of use to someone you know. Click here to view toolkit online. 
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Click here for Issue 15 of the Weekly Advocacy Monitor.
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Today, ACL published a final rule (click here to view) to implement the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) of 2014 regarding the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR) in the Federal Register.
This final rule:
•	Incorporates feedback on the WIOA transfer from NIDLRR stakeholders;
•	Streamlines prior NIDILRR program regulations issued by the Department of Education and aligns the regulations with the current statute and HHS policies;
•	Defines the stages of research funded by NIDILRR and requires applicants to identify which stage(s) of research they propose to undertake.
These final regulations are effective July 1, 2016. Click here to learn more about NIDILRR programs.
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As you know, the NCIL Annual Meeting and Conference is rapidly approaching. The 2016 Annual Conference on Independent Living will be held July 25-28 at the Grand Hyatt Hotel, Washington, DC. This year, NCIL will again be honoring individuals from the Independent Living field with various awards for their dedication to the Independent Living and Disability Rights Movements. 
One of these awards is the Diana Viets Memorial Award. Diana was an energetic young woman with a disability who dedicated her life to empowering young people with disabilities to take an active role in the Independent Living Movement. Through her work at a Center for Independent Living and the NCIL Board, Diana touched the lives of many youth with disabilities. NCIL wants to acknowledge, honor, and encourage our young leaders who are promoting disability pride, spreading the Independent Living philosophy, and fostering the active participation of youth with disabilities in the Disability Rights Movement.
As a member of NCIL, we ask you to nominate young people from your Center and / or community. Individuals eligible for this award should be young adults whose work through Independent Living has had a positive impact on youth with disabilities.
The Diana Viets Memorial Award will be presented to the winner during the Awards Luncheon, Wednesday, July 27, 2016, at NCIL’s Annual Conference (click here for conference information). 
Please complete the nomination form by Friday, June 17, 2016 (click here for form). 
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We've moved our June provider conference to a new date in August.  We believe that the new date will provide added value to attendees regarding waiver redesign, WIOA, CMS Final Rule Transition in Virginia, the DOL Overtime Rule and SWaM implementation policies - to name just a few of the important state and federal subjects that will be tackled.  We wanted to "drill down" on specifics and we believe August provides a better timeline to achieve this outcome.
Click here for sponsor/promotional opportunities.
Click here for conference registration. 
Click here for Norfolk Sheraton online lodging link. 
We hope to see you in Norfolk in August!  Look for more information in the coming weeks.
 
Karen Tefelski
Executive Director 
vaACCSES
703-200-7660 Cell
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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VaRCCSES Provider Conference

August 22-24, 2016

Norfolk Sheraton Waterside Hotel ,
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