INDEPENDENT LIVING WEEKLY NOTES		ISSUE 157   June 14, 2016

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
ISSUE 157
June 14, 2016

In this issue…	
· Advocates Protest Disability Snuff Film “Me Before You"
· Last Overcoming NIMBY Sessions of the Season: Fairfax & Richmond!
· 17 Years of Olmstead in Action: Celebrate Community Living by Sharing Your Stories!
· Persistent Disparities Found Through Comprehensive Civil Rights Survey Underscore Need for Continued Focus on Equity, King Says
· Alert: Governor McAuliffe to Attend Annual Awards Luncheon to Receive the Legislative Award!
· Are You Looking to be Part of the Peer Mentor Program?
· June 17 Conference: The Brain & Women's Wellness--CE Opportunity
· Breaking: New DOJ report released
· [bookmark: _Comments_now_being][bookmark: _Header_for_Topic][bookmark: _NCIL’s_Advocacy_Monitor][bookmark: _NCIL_Advocacy_Monitor][bookmark: _House_of_Delegates][bookmark: _Virginia's_2016-2018_Biennial]VDA Weekly E-Mailing

[bookmark: _2016_Regional_Advocacy][bookmark: _Memorandum:_2016_Regional][bookmark: _A_Focus_on][bookmark: _Comments_Needed:_Accessibility][bookmark: _Advocates_Protest_Disability]Advocates Protest Disability Snuff Film “Me Before You”

[image: ]
Disability rights advocates in cities across the United States and around the world are protesting the latest Hollywood movie (“Me Before You”) to end with the assisted suicide or euthanasia of the lead disabled character. Protests have already been held in New York City, Boston and Denver, with more planned throughout opening weekend in Los Angeles, Berkeley, Atlanta, Chicago, Baltimore, Philadelphia and other cities.  
“The last big example of this tired theme was Million Dollar Baby, which came out before the major growth of social media but still resulted in protests covered in the New York Times,” said Stephen Drake, research analyst for Not Dead Yet (USA). “We can’t begin to keep track of the people and cities involved this time.”  
To view entire article, including information on organizing a protest, click here.  Please share this information with your community! 
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This is your last chance to attend an Overcoming NIMBY 
training session this season! 

We've had some great sessions all over the state this year, and now we're winding the training series down until the winter. 

Your last chance to learn about the best community engagement strategy will be at the following locations:

Overcoming NIMBY: Fairfax

When: Wednesday, June 15th from 8AM - 12PM
Where: Fairfax Government Center Building, Conference Rooms 2-3 
(12000 Fairfax County Government Center Pkwy, Fairfax, VA 22035)
Cost: $35 per person 
Or

Overcoming NIMBY: Richmond
When: Wednesday, July 27th from 10AM - 12PM
Where: Richmond Association of REALTORS Office 
(8975 Three Chopt Rd, Henrico, VA 23229)
Cost $25 per person

For more information and registration, click here.
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Seventeen years ago, the Supreme Court ruled in Olmstead v. L.C. (Olmstead) that under the Americans with Disabilities Act, people with disabilities cannot be unnecessarily segregated and must receive services in the most integrated setting possible.  The Olmstead decision is at the core of the Administration for Community Living’s mission to maximize the independence, well-being, and health of older adults, people with disabilities across the lifespan. 
To help us celebrate the anniversary of this landmark decision and its profound impact on the lives of people with disabilities and older adults, we want to hear from you!  
June 6 through June 24 use social media and the hashtag #OlmsteadAction to share individual stories of transition into the community and/or what your organization does to promote independent and community living for older adults and people with disabilities.

For more information and We look forward to celebrating this landmark anniversary by hearing all the ways Olmstead is in action in your communities! 
Click here to explore multimedia resources and learn more about the significance of Olmstead.
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Gaps Exist in Discipline, Rigorous Courses—All Seen in Data Available Online for Download for First Time 

The U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights (OCR) today unveiled new data from the 2013–2014 school year showing gaps that still remain too wide in key areas affecting educational equity and opportunity for students, including incidents of discipline, restraint and seclusion, access to courses and programs that lead to college and career readiness, teacher equity, rates of retention, and access to early learning.  Click here to see the data.
U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. said that, despite significant work from districts across the country, the persistent disparities shown in the new Civil Rights Data Collection—which collected data from all public schools and school districts nationwide for the 2013–14 school year—highlight the need for a continued focus on educational equity, especially in the implementation of the new Every Student Succeeds Act.

“The CRDC data shines a spotlight on the educational opportunities proffered, and denied, to our nation’s sons and daughters in schools every day,” said Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights Catherine E. Lhamon. “We urge educators, researchers and the public to join us in using this data to its full potential to support students in realizing theirs.”

For more information, please click here.  
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The Virginia Housing Alliance is pleased to announce that Governor Terry McAuliffe will attend next week’s Annual Awards Luncheon to receive the 2016 Legislative Leadership Award. Thanks in large part to the Governor’s leadership, the Virginia Housing Trust Fund has continued to receive funding and grow throughout his term. He has been a longtime supporter of the Fund, citing the HTF in his veto message in 2014 saying it was wrong to “construct expensive new facilities in Richmond (at the Capitol) at a time when we can’t find $10 million to decrease homelessness.” Going into the 2016 General Assembly session, the Governor included $10 million a year for the Housing Trust Fund which would have more than doubled its current appropriation. The final funding level of $5.5 million per year for the next two years would not have been possible without the support of the Governor and his administration. This funding will help organizations around the Commonwealth develop more affordable housing and provide services to keep more Virginians out of homelessness, something the Governor has said will produce “a good return on investment for all Virginians.”

For more information, including sponsorship and tickets, please click here!
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SILC Peer-to-Peer Mentoring Program

The IL-NET Peer-to-Peer Mentoring Program has a pool of experienced SILC Directors from across the country who want to share their experiences and the lessons they have learned as directors with you. You have an opportunity to work with a mentor to complete the goals that you have set for you and your SILC. There are many different ways you can work together including video conferencing, teleconferencing, email, or an in-person two-day site visit. There are scholarships available to make this service free to your SILC.   

To access the application and more information, click here.
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Women's Health Virginia 19th Annual Conference on Women's Health

It Starts in Her Head
The Brain's Crucial Connections to Women's Health

Holiday Inn (University Area) in Charlottesville
Friday, June 17

National and Virginia experts will discuss ground breaking research about the brain and how it impacts women and girls' physical and mental health. The topics will include the BRAIN initiative at NIH and the brain's connection to 
•	Immunity and the development of diseases
•	Migraines and other headaches
•	Mood disorders, including depression and anxiety
•	Trauma related direct and indirect injury such as concussions and PTSD
•	Responses to foods and drugs and related addictions
•	The aging brain
Also how understanding about the brain affect prevention, diagnosis and
treatment of these conditions. 

The conference is approved for continuing education credits for health and education professionals.

The cost of the conference is just $85, $45 for students--including materials, lunch, parking and continuing education credits.  Click here to access information about registration, agenda, speakers, recordings from past conferences and other information.

Conference Team
Women's Health Virginia 
1924 Arlington Blvd., Ste. 203
Charlottesville, VA 22903
434-220-4500 
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The latest Independent Reviewer's report on Virginia's compliance with its 2012 Settlement Agreement with the Department of Justice has been released. The report is available to view here.

In 2012, the DoJ and the Commonwealth reached an agreement regarding DoJ's findings that Virginia was not providing services to individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities in the most integrated setting appropriate to their needs. These reports are issued semi-annually in December and June.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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