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In light of the upcoming election, please review and distribute this new Department of Justice publication on polling place accessibility.  Click here to view the ADA Checklist for polling places.
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 NCIL’s 2016 Annual Conference on Independent Living was an unforgettable experience. This year’s theme, Solidarity: Everybody In, brought advocates from all across the nation and the world to celebrate the Independent Living Movement and do the work that will bring our community to its full potential.

Attendance surpassed our expectations, with nearly 900 Conference attendees participating in the week’s events. We created a major presence on the streets leading to the U.S. Capitol as we marched and chanted in support of disability rights.
Please click here for further detail, including photos of the march and rally!
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We recently got word that H.R. 3765, the ADA Education and Reform Act of 2015, is expected to go to a full floor vote this month. This is a dangerous bill, and we need your help to make sure it doesn’t pass!  

This bill would be a major setback for our community. While the new version of the bill removes the contentious criminal fine, it would still make it harder for people with disabilities to exercise our rights. The bill would give businesses that have denied us access for over 26 years additional time to comply with the ADA, while removing any incentive for businesses to come into compliance before receiving a notification. These businesses will face no consequences for their years of discrimination, while millions of people with disabilities will continue to be unable to participate in basic activities in our communities.  

We need to ensure that this bill does not get passed out of the full House. We must make sure that EVERY Representative hears from their constituents and understands the dangers of this bill. Please go to the NCIL Action Center and send a message to your Representatives telling them they must vote NO on H.R. 3765!   

[bookmark: _GoBack]To read more about this urgent issue, please click here.
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing. 
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed
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