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Governor McAuliffe announced today the release of a new study measuring the economic impact of Virginia’s housing industry. The study found that Virginia’s housing industry generated $47.8 billion in economic activity in 2015, with $21.8 billion in direct output, making it the sixth largest private sector industry in Virginia by direct output.
 
“The economic impact study showcases Virginia’s housing industry as an economic driver that generates thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic activity, making it a central component of our economic strategy,” said Governor McAuliffe. “Housing is a key indicator of any community’s vitality, and we will continue to develop strong housing policies as we build a new Virginia economy.”
 
Created as a result of Governor McAuliffe’s Executive Order 32, “Advancing Virginia’s Housing Policy,” the Housing Policy Advisory Council is chaired by Secretary of Commerce and Trade Maurice Jones and is tasked with developing housing policy initiatives aimed at addressing Virginia’s critical housing needs. The study was commissioned by the Governor’s Housing Policy Advisory Council and is the first component of a larger research effort, Assessing the Importance of Housing for Virginia’s Economy, being performed by the Virginia Coalition of Housing and Economic Development Researchers. Click here to read the full release.
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[bookmark: _Housing_Discrimination_Complaint_1] Today, a record one million Americans are waiting over 575 days on average for a hearing on their Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) disability claims. These historic delays can be devastating. While waiting, many people struggle to pay their rent or mortgage, to cover their medical bills, and to put food on the table. Some lose their housing, and some even die.   
Today’s backlog exists because Social Security’s operating budget has been cut by over 10 percent since 2010, while workloads have increased as the baby boomers age. In fact, Social Security has been forced to cut back on services across the board. Since 2010 Social Security has closed more than 60 field offices and 500 mobile offices. 
Now, Congress is considering even more cuts. A funding bill in the House of Representatives would cut Social Security’s operating budget by over $250 million in 2017.   The impact of these cuts would be even more devastating. 
More people with disabilities would wait longer for a hearing on their Social Security and SSI claims. Under the House bill, the Social Security Administration would need to close all its offices for two weeks, since all employees would be furloughed. And a hiring freeze would lead to longer wait times and delays in all parts of our Social Security retirement, survivors’, and disability system. The Senate version of the bill provides slightly more funding, but still fails to address many critical agency resource needs.  
That’s why we need you to contact your Members of Congress and tell them to fully fund the Social Security Administration.   
President Obama has requested funding for 2017 that would allow Social Security to begin reducing the disability claims backlog and to reduce other agency service delays. 
Act Now!  Click here to read the full article and find how you can support the full budget.
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Click here to read remarks on transition and transformation in our health care system, by Acting Assistant Secretary for Aging and ACL Administrator Edwin Walker, given at the HCBS Conference.
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During a day-long tour of three locations receiving energy efficiency improvements, Governor McAuliffe challenged Dominion Virginia Power to accelerate outreach efforts by attending 400 events in the next 12 months, reaching as many as 240,000 people. The outreach is intended to educate Virginians about the value of energy efficiency in reducing energy consumption and lowering their power bills.

“The progress we have made over the past year demonstrates the impact simple, low-cost energy efficiency measures can have on lowering energy bills,” said Governor McAuliffe, speaking at the first of three stops today.  “In addition to working directly with consumers to use energy more efficiently, I am challenging Dominion to expand its efforts to educate people on the value of energy conservation and how reducing energy consumption can save them money.  Our electric utilities are in the perfect position to drive this education and outreach, which is what this challenge is all about.”

“Those who are least able to afford their energy bills are the Virginians who can benefit the most from energy efficiency improvements,” said Secretary of Commerce and Trade Maurice Jones. “The programs being implemented by the electric utilities, especially in multi-family buildings, will lower the energy bills for our vulnerable populations. But it’s equally important that the utilities increase their efforts to educate citizens on how making these improvements will reduce their power bills and keep more money in their pockets.”

The Governor will travel to sites in Alexandria, Virginia Beach and Petersburg. The project in Northern Virginia is making improvements to the Fairfax County home of two U.S. Army veterans, one who served in Vietnam and the other who served in Korea, Germany and the U.S. The project in Virginia Beach is improving the efficiency of a home operated by Vetshouse, an organization that provides transitional housing for military veterans. The project in Petersburg is making energy efficiency upgrades to multiple houses on the same block.  At each location, Dominion will be providing energy efficiency demonstrations and handing out efficiency kits to neighbors and attendees.
September 1st marks the one-year anniversary of the commencement of an energy efficiency initiative required by legislation passed in 2015. The bill that was signed by the Governor requires Virginia’s investor-owned electric utilities to conduct programs that improve the energy efficiency of housing and lower electric bills for low-income, elderly, disabled and veteran citizens in the Commonwealth. The utilities must use non-ratepayer funds to implement the program.  Both Dominion and Appalachian Power have worked closely with state agencies such as the Department of Social Services, Housing and Community Development, and Military Affairs to identify the most vulnerable Virginians who can benefit from this program.

Click here to read the full statement and learn how you can schedule an energy efficiency representative to speak at schools, professional organizations and other community venues. 
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing. 
Return to Top
[image: ]
Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed




Independent Living Unit, Community Based Services, Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive, Henrico, VA 23229 Phone: 804.662.7000


Independent Living Unit, Community Based Services, Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive, Henrico, VA 23229 Phone: 804.662.7000
image2.jpeg




image3.png
NCIL

National Council
on Independent Livin




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image1.png
74\ INDEPENDENT LIVING

s ... Weekly Newsletter

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES DIVISION James A. Rothrock, Commissioner




