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Veterans, servicemen and women who sustained a service connected disability can now apply for a Granting Freedom grant up to $4,000 through the Blue Ridge Independent Living Center.  The funds must be used to modify a home and are available to both renters and homeowners.
	
These funds can be used to pay for modifications needed to make living spaces more accessible.  Examples of modifications include:  ramps, widened doorways, grab bars, raised toilets, lowered countertops, tub cuts, visual smoke detectors, shower chairs and handheld shower fixtures, as well as other approved modifications.
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]The funds are made available through the Virginia Housing Development Authority.  For full information on this program including application the process, click here.
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December 12, 2016  3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Eastern 
Cost: This webinar is free for NCIL members! Registration for non-members is $25.00. 
Registration is limited to 95 spots. Sign up today! 
As the primary funder for LTSS, Medicaid policy shapes the opportunities and supports available for people living independently. Each state varies in its approach and services for LTSS. Inconsistent benefits, delivery mechanisms and quality metrics make it challenging to make informed policy decisions. Join us for a conversation about trends within LTSS programs, the role of managed care and a discussion on quality measurement frameworks for managed LTSS programs. 
Learning Objectives: 
•	Understand key policy decisions on LTSS programs
•	Highlight trends in states use of managed care for LTSS programs
•	Highlight importance of consistent quality measures to inform policy decision making
For more information and registration, click here.
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Youth transition is a new required service of CILs under the "5th Core Service" of WIOA. But youth aren't a service and "by and for youth" isn't new to the Independent Living Movement. Join us on December 14th to take the mystery out of youth transition and learn how your CIL can excel at providing IL services to young people with disabilities in your community. Our presenters will explore the history of youth in IL, what it means to have youth as a target population for CILs, strategies for reaching youth and involving them in meaningful roles in your CIL, and how to plan for successful youth leadership and services. 

Registration Fee: $75.00. Fee is per site (connection) and does not apply per participant; registrants are encouraged to gather as many individuals as desired to participate by telephone.

For more information and registration, click here.
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The Blue Ridge Independent Living Center (Roanoke) is looking for a post-9/11 veteran who wants to participate in The Mission Continues Fellowship Program.  The Mission Continues awards community service fellowships to post-9/11 veterans, empowering them to transform their own lives by serving others and directly impacting their community.  During their six month fellowship, the veteran receives a cost of living stipend, substantial guidance, and continuous mentorship to aid in having a lasting impact in their community.  

If you know of a post-9/11 veteran who might be interested in a fellowship, please click here for more information or have them click here to contact Caitlin Zbikowski at czbikowski@missioncontinues.org.

Thank you for sharing this information with those who might be interested.

Karen M. Karney, MPA
Executive Director
Blue Ridge Independent Living Center, Inc.
1502B Williamson Rd., NE
Roanoke, VA 24012
540-342-1231 (v/tty)
540-342-9505 (fax)
1-866-244-0740 (toll free)
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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